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AmericanApparel& FoatwearAssociationI the fashlon assoclafion 

July 6,200l 

Ciened ServicesAdministration 
FAR Secretariat(MVP) 
1800F Street,NW, Room 4035 
Ati: Laurie Duarte 
Wzhingtox~,DC 20405 

RI? FAR CASE 2001-014 Proposed revocation\ 

DearMs. Duarte: 

The Americau AppareI andFootwearAssociation (AAFA), which representsmore than 
600 mantixturers h the U.S. and whosemembership accountsfor more than $225 
billion in annuaIU.S. sales,is pleasedto havethe opportunity to comment on Federal 
Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Case2001-014 (ProposedRevacation) regarding 
contractorresponsibility. 

AAFA strongly supportsthe proposedrule to revoke the so-called“~BlackMing” rule that 
appearedin the Federal RegisterORDecember20,200O (Volume 65, Number 245, pages 
80255-80266). 

AAFA supportsthis action basedon its earlier wmments regarcmg the BlackGting rule, 
w&h focusedon three basicpremises,that: 

4 	 AAFA believed that the December2@ n.tIeexpand& rather than cltied, the 
FAR standardand that this expansionwas unwarranted; 

b.) AAFA was concernedwith the idea that a contracting officer must consider “all 
relevant ir&rm&ion* when deciding on awards,without def?ning the terms 
“Yelevaut”and “credible”, and; 
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c.) AAFA was concernedwith the introduction of subjective pressuresinto the 
contracting process,and that pen&kg and/or requiring the use of such 

I subjective criteria violates basic tenetsof due processand tmnspmcy and hasno 
place in the contracting process. 

AAFA and its membersagreethat businessesthat do not main& a satis&tory record of 
integrity and businessethics shouId not be awardedgovernmentcontracts. However, we 
Mieve that rules suchasBlacklisting hinder, rather than help, the governmentin 
maintaining transparentoperations. 

AAFA StrongIyendorsesthe revocation of the December20,200O “Blacklisting” rule. 

Sincerely, 

Vice President 
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